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CSU  GE                                                                               May, 2009 
Diablo Valley College 

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY GENERAL EDUCATION (GE) BREADTH REQUIREMENTS 
EFFECTIVE FALL, 2009 THROUGH SUMMER, 2010 

Upon completion of this pattern of courses, DVC will certify that a student’s lower division general education requirements are 
completed for any of the 23 campuses within the CSU system.  If you transfer with GE certification, you will be responsible only for 
an additional 9 upper division semester units in general education.  Certification is not automatic; you must request certification 
with your final transcript at the DVC Admissions Office. 

TO TRANSFER AS A JUNIOR TO CSU YOU MUST: 

• Complete at least 60 CSU transferable units with a “C” average (2.0). 
• Complete at least 30 of 39 units from the GE courses listed below, including one course from each of the following areas: 
       A-1, A-2, A-3 and  B-4, with grades of “C” or higher.  Please be aware that for some campuses, you may not complete 
       Areas A and B-4 during your last term prior to enrolling at CSU – please see a counselor for specifics. 
NOTE:  A course may be listed in more than one area, but may be used to satisfy only one subject requirement except U.S. History, 
              Constitution and American Ideals. 
              AP tests may be listed in more than one area, but may be used to satisfy only one subject requirement. 

Legend:  C = Completed; IP = In Progress; N= Need C IP N 
A.    COMMUNICATION IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CRITICAL THINKING - 9 units required 

   Students will need a grade of "C" or higher for certification, CSU admission and/or graduation. 
   

A-1  Oral Communication 
Speech 120 
A-2  Written Communication 
English 122 
AP English Language or English Literature with a score of 3 or higher meets this requirement. 

   

A-3  Critical Thinking (one course) 
English 123(p), 126 
History 122 
Philosophy 130 

 
Psychology 145 
Sociology 122 
Speech 121, 123  

   

B.    PHYSICAL UNIVERSE AND ITS LIFE FORMS (Including Mathematics) - at least 9 units required. 
 One Physical Science course and one Biological Science course, at least one of the courses must include a 
 laboratory.  Courses with a lab component are underlined.  At least one mathematics course also required. 

   

B-1  Physical Science 
Astronomy 110 (add Astronomy 130 for lab), 120 
(add Astronomy 130 for lab), 128, 200 
Chemistry 106, 108, 109, 120, 121, 224, 226, 227 
Geography 120 (add Geography 121 for lab), 
140 (add Geography 141 for lab) 

 
Geology 120 (add Geology 122 for lab), 
121 (add Geology 124 for lab), 125 
Oceanography 101**(p), 102 
Physical Science 112 
Physics 110 (add Physics 111 for lab), 113, 120, 
121, 129, 130, 230, 231 

**Oceanography 101 (formerly Ocean 109), if taken Fall 2007 thru Summer 2008, may be used for either B-1 or B-2. 
AP Chemistry or Environmental Science or Physics B or Physics C with a score of 3 or higher meets both 
B-1 and B-3 requirements. 
B-2  Life Science 
Anthropology 115*(no lab), 140* (add Anthropology 141L for lab);  
Biological Science 101, 102, 116, 117, 119, 120, 126, 130, 131, 139, 140, 146, 160, 170, 204, 205 

  *Anthropology 115 or 140, if taken Fall 1991 thru Summer 2003, may be used for either B-2 or D-3; 
     if taken Fall 2003 or later, may be used for B-2 only. 
**Oceanography 101 (formerly Ocean 109), if taken Fall 2007 thru Summer 2008, may be used for either B-1 or B-2. 
    Oceanography 101 (formerly Oceanography 109), if taken prior to Fall 2007, may be used for B-2 only. 
    Oceanography 110 (lab) for B-2 lab only. 
AP Biology with a score of 3 or higher meets both B-2 and B-3 requirements. 

   

B-3  Laboratory Activity 
One course underlined in Area B-1 or B-2 with lecture course as stated above. 

   

THIS DOCUMENT IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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B-4  Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning (Grade of “C” or higher required for certification.) 

Business 240 
Mathematics 121, 124, 135, 135SP  (3 units), 142, 181, 182, 183, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 292, 
294 
 
AP Calculus AB or Calculus BC or Statistics with a score of 3 or higher meets this requirement. 

   

C. ARTS, LITERATURE, PHILOSOPHY AND FOREIGN LANGUAGES - at least 9 units 
required. 

      At least one course of 3 units in Arts, at least one course of 3 units in Humanities and 3 units from 
      either Arts or Humanities for a total of at least 9 units. 

   

C-1  Arts (Art, Dance, Music, Theater) 
Architecture 120, 121, 130, 155(n), 156, 157, 160 
Art 105, 120, 126, 140, 152, 160, 190 
Art Digital Media 214  (formerly Multimedia) 
Art History 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 199(l) 
Broadcast Communication Arts 140 
Dance 201 
Drama 115, 122, 139 , 140, 141, 142(d), 150, 
170, 180, 181 
English 152 

 
Film 140(g), 160, 180(d), 280, 281, 282, 283, 284 
Music 110 (formerly Music Literature 110), 115 
(formerly Music Literature 115), 116  (formerly 
Music Literature 116), 120(qq), 158, 159, 160, 
252, 255 
Music Literature 111, 112(d), 113, 114, 117, 118 
Music Performance (rr)136, 140, 144, 146, 162,  
166, 176, 178, 180, 240, 290  
Physical Education-Dance(oo)  130, 136, 142 
Speech 148 (formerly Speech 150) 

   

AP Art History with a score of 3 or higher counts as one course towards this requirement. 

C-2  Humanities (Literature, Philosophy, 
        Foreign Language) 
Arabic 121 
Architecture 145, 155, 160 
Broadcast Communication Art 260  
Chinese 121, 220, 221 
Drama 142 
English 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 160, 162, 163, 
164(e), 165, 166, 167, 168, 170, 172, 173, 175, 
177(d), 180, 190, 222, 223, 224, 225(g), 252, 
253, 262, 263, 272, 273 
Film 160(d) 
French 121, 147, 220, 221, 230, 231 
German 121, 147, 220, 221, 230, 231 

History 110, 111, 120, 121, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 
129, 130, 135, 136, 140, 141, 142, 150, 151, 160, 170, 
171, 240 
Humanities 105, 108, 110, 111, 112, 115, 116, 
118, 120, 123 
Italian 121, 147, 220, 221, 230, 231, 245, 246, 
247 
Japanese 121, 147, 220, 221, 245 
Latin 121 
Persian 121 
Philosophy 120, 121, 122, 140, 141, 220, 221, 224, 
225 
Portuguese 121 
Russian 121, 220, 221, 230 
Sign Language 282 
Spanish 121, 147, 200, 220, 221, 230, 231, 250 

   

Each of the following AP tests with a score of 3 or higher counts as one course towards this 
requirement:  Art History; Chinese Language and Culture; English Literature; European History; 
French Language; French Literature; German Language; Italian Language and Culture; 
Japanese Language and Culture; Latin Literature; Latin: Vergil; Spanish Language; Spanish 
Literature; U.S. History; World History. 
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D.  SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS AND BEHAVIOR, 
      HISTORICAL BACKGROUND – at least 9 units required with courses in at least 2 
disciplines (categories). 

   

D-1  Anthropology and Archaeology 
Anthropology 120, 125, 130, 135, 145, 146, 150 
D-2  Economics 
Economics 100, 101, 200, 220, 221 
D-3  Ethnic Studies 
Anthropology 115*(ll), 120 , 135, 140*(ll) 
History(n) 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 
170, 171 
Psychology 140(n), 141(m) 
Social Science(n) 115, 120, 220 
Sociology(n) 131, 135 
D-4  Gender Studies 
History(n) 170, 171 
Social Science(n) 120, 220 
Sociology 124(p) 
D-5  Geography 
Geography 130, 135 
D-6  History 
History 110, 111, 120, 121, 124, 125, 126, 127, 
128, 129, 130, 135, 136, 140, 141, 142, 150, 151, 
160, 170, 171, 240 

D-7  Interdisciplinary Social or Behavioral 
Science 
Engineering 130 
Gerontology 100 
Journalism 110  
Social Science 110, 111, 115, 120, 123, 161, 
162, 163, 220 
D-8  Political Science, Government and 
Legal Institutions 
Political Science 120, 121, 151, 220(j), 240, 
250 
D-9  Psychology 
Early Childhood Education 124 (formerly 
Family Life Education 124) 
Psychology 101 (formerly Psychology 210), 
122, 130 , 140, 141(m), 160, 200, 215, 220, 
225, 230, 240 
D-10  Sociology and Criminology 
Administration of Justice 120, 139(n) 
Sociology 120, 121, 123, 124, 125, 126, 131, 
135, 137, 140 

   

   

*Anthropology 115 or 140, if taken Fall 1991 thru Summer 2003, may be used for either B-2 or 
  D-3. 

Each of the following AP tests with a score of 3 or higher counts as one course towards this 
requirement:  Comparative Government and Politics; European History; Human Geography; 
Macroeconomics; Microeconomics; Psychology; U.S. Government and Politics; U.S. History; 
World History. 

E.  LIFELONG UNDERSTANDING AND SELF DEVELOPMENT – at least 3 units required.    

Career 110 
Counseling 120(n) 
Early Childhood Education 124(o) 
Health Science 124, 140(p), 164(q), 170 

Nutrition 115(m), 160(j) 
Physical Education - Dance(n) 130, 136, 142 
Psychology 122, 140, 141(ll) (o), 160 (formerly 
Psychology 150), 200 
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U.S. HISTORY, CONSTITUTION AND AMERICAN IDEALS REQUIREMENT:  
GRADUATION REQUIREMENT ONLY.  Follow this pattern if courses were taken Spring, 
2007 or later.  Effective Spring, 2007, the following pair of classes fulfill the US History, 
Constitution, and American institutions (AH&I) requirement.  This graduation requirement may be 
fulfilled, but is not required, prior to transfer.  Students that have already completed the AHI 
requirement prior to Spring, 2007 are not held to these pairs.  Courses used to fulfill this 
requirement may double count with courses in Area C or D. 

   

One of the following pairs: 

Hist 120 and Hist 121 or 124 or 128 or 
 171 or Polsc 121 or 
 151(n) or Socsc 111 or 220 

Hist 121 and Hist 120 or 127 or 
 Polsc 121 or Socsc 111 or 
 115(l) or 120 or 220 

Hist 124 and Hist 120 or 127 or Socsc 120 

Hist 125 and Polsc 121 or Socsc 111 or 220 

Hist 126 and Polsc 121 or Socsc 111 or 220 

Hist 127 and Hist 121 or 124 or 128 or 171 or 
 Polsc 121 or 151(n) or Socsc 111 or 220 

Hist 128 and Hist 120 or 127 or 
 Polsc 121 or Socsc 111 or 115(l) or 
 120 or 220 

Hist 129(f) and Polsc 121 or Socsc 111 or 220 

Hist 130 and Polsc 121 or Socsc 111 or 220 

 

Hist 170 and Hist 171 or Polsc 121 or 
 Socsc 111 or 220 

Hist 171 and Hist 120 or 127 or 170 or  
 Polsc 121 or Socsc 111 or 115(l) or 
 120 or 220 

Polsc 121 and Hist 120 or 121 or 125 or 
 126 or 127 or 128 or 129(f) or 
 130 or 170 or 171 or Socsc 120 

Polsc 151(n) and Hist 120 or 127 or Socsc 120 

Socsc 111 and Hist 120 or 121 or 125 or 
 126 or 127 or 128 or 129(f) or 
 130 or 170 or 171 or Socsc 120 

Socsc 115(l) and Hist 121 or 128 or 171 

Socsc 120 and Hist 121 or 124 or 128 or 171 or 
 Polsc 121 or 151(n) or 
 Socsc 111 or 220 

Socsc 220 and Hist 120 or 121 or 125 or 
 126 or 127 or 128 or 129(f) or 
 130 or 170 or 171 or Socsc 120 

 
 
 
 
 
U.S. HISTORY, CONSTITUTION AND AMERICAN IDEALS REQUIREMENT:  Follow 
this pattern if courses were completed before Spring, 2007.  Required for graduation from 
CSU.  Choose one course from Group A and one course from Group B for a total of 6 units.  
Courses used to fulfill this requirement may double count with courses in Area C or D. 

   

Group A – History 120, 127, 130, 170 
                   Social Science 120 

Group B – History 121, 124, 125, 126, 128, 129, 171 
                   Political Science 121 
                   Social Science 111, 115(l), 220 

   

(d) Can be used only if taken Fall '95 or later. 
(e) Can be used only if taken Fall '96 or later. 
(f) Can be used only if taken Fall '97 or later. 
(g) Can be used only if taken Fall '98 or later. 
(j) Can be used only if taken Fall '01 or later. 
(l) Can be used only if taken Fall '03 or later. 
(m) Can be used only if taken Fall '04 or later. 
(n) Can be used only if taken Fall '05 or later. 

(o) Can be used only if taken Fall '06 or later. 
(p) Can be used only if taken Fall '07 or later. 
(q) Can be used only if taken Fall '08 or later. 
(ll) Can be used only if taken prior to Fall '03. 
(oo) Can be used only if taken prior to Fall '06. 
(qq) Can be used only if taken prior to Fall '08. 
(rr) Can be used only if taken prior to Fall '09. 

 Can be used only if taken Spring '06 or later. 
 Can be used only if taken Spring '07 or later. 

 


