Features include:
• Active radiant heating and cooling ceiling
• Building design utilizes recycled irrigation
water and/or harvested rainwater for irrigation
purposes. A weather station will be integrated
with the irrigation system to modulate the water
use based on real-time evapotranspiration rates.
• Ceiling courts to open the building to better
light in otherwise dark areas while providing a
source of natural ventilation.
• Building products that incorporate recycled
content materials.
• All storm water runoff from impervious paving
areas will be captured and treated in storm water
gardens or used on site in storm water features
that provide evaporative cooling during the
summer months. Water will be directed to the
gardens and released in a channel that flows to
the pond.
• Highly efficient site lighting fixtures.
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Art Department
Re-uses and recycles all forms of debris, scraps,
and used items to create beautiful works of art.
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Performing Arts Center
Commitment to reuse. Nearly all items used
in drama productions has been recused and
modified from something else.
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Transit Center
Our gorgeous new transit center makes taking
public transportation to campus easier than ever.
The County Connection offers new hybrid buses
on many transit lines. Last year 3,528 Metric Tons
of Greenhouse gases (CO2e) were saved by people
who chose County Connection instead of driving.
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Buildings and Grounds, Custodial
• Energy saving management system which controls
heating and cooling systems.
• Nearly all fluorescent lights have been switched to
T-8, moving toward T-5 LED tubes.
• Lighting Sensors are in new rooms and about 80% of
campus.
• Energy saving V.F.D’s (Variable Frequency Drives)
installed on motors
• Apply window film to reduce heat in many rooms as
requested.
• Can remotely track energy usage and shut off HVAC
remotely. In a recent competition between campuses,
DVC did best and received money to upgrade some
HVAC equipment. • Freon used in HVAC being
phased out to an eco-friendly product (R12 -> 134,
134A). Reflective paint used on some roofs to reduce
heat.
• Preventative maintenance program on mechanical
systems by servicing the equipment, changing belts
and filters to save energy.
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Physical Education
All bottles, cans, and glass are collected after every
game and recycled. The money is used toward athletic
department purchases.
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Commitment to campus wildlife
Many different species of wildlife call Diablo Valley
College ‘home’.
• Environmentally friendly bacteria instead of toxic
chemicals are used in the lake and pond to control
algae.
• Bee nests (when determined to be a hazard to
students) are carefully removed and relocated.

Organic materials: food scraps, green waste
Diablo Valley College now has a green waste
composting program. Food and food soiled materials
will be composted to provide nutrient rich soil to
fertilize the landscaping of our beautiful campus.

Horticulture
Green industry professionals work with urban
and natural spaces on a daily basis, improving
our quality of life and ensuring the sustainability
of our environment.

Glass, Plastic, Paper, Aluminum, Scrap Metal
Large brown cans are located in various areas around
campus that provide for commingled recycling
materials . Volunteers take them to the curb where
they are picked up by Republic Waste Services.
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Garden
Vegetables, herbs, fruits, and flowers are all
grown organically. Watering is done as needed.
Every effort is made to use and distribute what is
grown in the garden. All are welcome to visit and
harvest what is available.

Smaller recycling containers are clearly labeled and
located next to classrooms in multiple locations. These
containers are emptied by the custodial staff. Liners
for the cans are made from recycled materials.
Batteries and Ink Printer Cartridges
Containers are located in the AB building next to the
mail room to collect batteries and Ink Cartridges used
by DVC faculty and staff of to be properly disposed of.

DIABLO VALLEY COLLEGE

Styrofoam
Diablo Valley College is a Styrofoam-free campus.
Styrofoam does not breakdown easily and it releases
chemicals when it gets wet that contaminates water
that touches it thus contaminating the water supply.
It cannot be easily recycled. All Styrofoam must be
placed in the regular garbage containers.

Sustainability
Tour Map

DVC Sustainability
Committee

An environmental sustainability committee comprised of
faculty, staff, managers, and students is in place to promote
environmental awareness on campus.
The committee develops recommendations to the college
that are designed to promote throughout the college
community conservation of resources, energy efficiency,
waste reduction and recycling, pollution prevention,
increased reliance on renewable resources, and other
measures consistent with sustainable living.
The Sustainability Committee hosts an Earth Day
Celebration every year in April and a Bike to Work Day
every year in May.
This brochure was created by the DVC Sustainability
Committee.

Recycling on Campus
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DVC

321 Golf Club Road
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
925-685-1230
DIABLO VALLEY COLLEGE
SUSTAINABILITY MISSION STATEMENT

Diablo Valley College is passionately committed to student
learning through the intellectual, scientific, artistic,
psychological, and ethical development of its diverse
student body. Diablo Valley College prepares students
for transfer to four-year universities; provides career and
technical education; supports the economic development
of the region; offers pre-collegiate programs; and promotes
personal growth and lifelong learning.

REDEFINING PROGRESS
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Continued from previous panel

DVC Sustainability Tour Map

1

2

17
19
20
PA

15
3

12

16

14

2

4

18

13

1

3

11

22
PEA

7

4

8
21
5

6
9

5

PB

10
6

7

President’s Office
Diablo Valley College has taken a leadership
role in sustainability for higher education.
Stewardship for the community in the wise use
of resources and protection of the environment
is part of our core statement of values.
Administration Building
Management and staff are committed to waste
reduction and energy conservation. The print
shop recycles all paper and separates the white
paper from colors. All cardboard is recycled and
separated. The marketing department recycles
all paper and sets aside old proofs for the math
lab to use as scratch paper. All ink cartridges
are recycled.
Early Education Department
The children’s center has a goal to be a model
for how other child care facilities can teach and
practice sustainability with children. Many
of the toys are made of recycled materials.
Composting is demonstrated to children. An
organic garden is part of the curriculum. The
children help harvest, and food grown is used
for cooking with the children. All cleaning
supplies are non-toxic biodegradable, and safe
for children as well as the environment. They
no longer use paper cups, only reusable plastic
cups and plates that are sterilized in the kitchen
facility.
Sustainable drought resistant landscaping
The landscape surrounding the parking lots is
primarily drought resistent and native plants.
The newly installed drip system uses 90%
recycled water for irrigation. 75% of all lawn
trimmings are recycled and used for mulch.
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Library
The Library utilizes a walk-up scanning
station for students that has significantly
reduced how much paper is used from student
photocopiers.
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Solar Panels in Parking Lot
The solar panels in the parking lots are saving
thousands of dollars on energy costs while
protecting our our cars from the winter rain,
and summer heat.
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Program offerings for Alternative
Energy Systems
The photovoltaic systems program at Diablo
Valley College prepares students for jobs
such as photovoltaic systems installers,
designers and sales people. Students gain
both theoretical knowledge and practical
experience in areas related to construction
and energy.
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Book Center
100% reused packing and boxes. Textbook
rental system and used books available
for purchase. Coffee shop cups made from
70% recycled material. All containers and
recyclable materials are recycled. Facility
is LEED gold certified with energy efficient
lighting and temperature systems. Utilizes
natural light with large skylights. All
electronics are shut down overnight.
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Program offerings for sustainable
Culinary practices
New course offerings teach urban farming
concepts of growing techniques and
principles of bio-intensive, biodynamic
and permaculture methodologies and
their relationship to food and nutrition.
Commitment to nontoxic, biodegradable food
and drink containers.
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Cafeteria and Food Services
100% Styrofoam free. Commitment to
nontoxic, biodegradable food and drink
containers.
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Student Services Center and Commons
structure
The entire project is a showcase for sustainable
development, both inside and out and has
achieved LEED gold certification.
Continued on next panel

Electric Car Charging station
Two car charging stations on campus with
plans to obtain 3 more.
Dental Program Commitment to
Sustainable Practices
99% paperless, 99% HazMat free. 60% of dental
programs courses are taught using WebCT
(reduces use of Central Services copying)
Utilizing Biodegradable supplies in the clinic,
recycle all expired pharmaceuticals, use
recycled paper products.
Learning Center
Utilizes recycled paper from other departments
for math lab.

