ADDICTION
STUDIES

When are classes offered?

CERTIFICATE/DEGREE
PROGRAM

Courses are offered in the afternoon, evening, and
online. Full-term, short-term, and online courses are
available.

How long will it take to earn a degree
or certificate?
Students generally take 4-6 terms to complete all of
the courses required for the certificate of achievement, but you may take the courses at your own pace.
A.S. degree requirements can generally be completed
in two years of full-time study.

I’M INTERESTED.
WHAT SHOULD I DO NOW?

How much can I expect to earn once I
complete the program?

Addiction studies information:

Addiction workers earn anywhere from $20,000 $45,000 per year, depending on the agency and their
experience.

925-969-4231, or visit the college website:

What if I want to learn more about
addiction, but not earn a degree?
There is an 18-unit addiction studies certificate available that focuses in one area of addiction, treatment,
and recovery. This certificate may be useful for teachers, human services personnel, or community service
personnel who want to have a deeper understanding
of the addiction process.

Biological and Health Sciences Division,
www.dvc.edu/programs
Enrollment information:
DVC website: www.dvc.edu
Admissions Office: 925-685-1310
Counseling Office: 925-969-2140
last updated: 3-27-17

MISSION STATEMENT Diablo Valley College is passionately
committed to student learning through the intellectual,
scientific, artistic, psychological, and ethical development of its
diverse student body. Diablo Valley College prepares students
for transfer to four-year universities; provides career and
technical education; supports the economic development of the
region; offers pre-collegiate programs; and promotes personal
growth and lifelong learning.

PLEASANT HILL CAMPUS

PERKINS STATEMENT This project was funded fully or in part by
Carl D. Perkins Career Technical Education Act of 2006, awarded to
Diablo Valley College and administered by the California Community
Colleges Chancellor’s Office. It is the policy of Diablo Valley
College not to discriminate against any person on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex or disability in all of its educational and
employment programs and activities.

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT The district shall not discriminate
based on ethnic group identification, race, color, age, citizenship,
ancestry, religion, marital status, national origin,sex, sexual orientation,
mental or physical disability, medical condition, veteran status, parental
status, or because a student is perceived to have one or more of these
characteristics

321 Golf Club Road, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
SAN RAMON CAMPUS

1690 Watermill Road, San Ramon, CA 94582
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Students interested in a B.A. degree in social work,
public health education, human services, nursing, psychology, or criminal justice can begin their
coursework in the DVC addiction studies program.

What is the addiction studies program?
The Diablo Valley College addiction studies program is a
CAADE/CAADAC accredited program, which prepares
students for a variety of rewarding careers in human services that specialize in addiction treatment and drug prevention. There are two paths available to students -- one
is addiction studies in which the student studies the field
for more awareness of addiction to complement their
other studies, and the other, is the counseling program in
which the student certifies to become a counselor in CA.
As an addiction studies student you will develop an indepth understanding of the addiction process and how
to motivate someone towards positive change. You will
also learn of the many employment opportunities in the
addiction field.
Specifically, students will gain:

Why consider the addiction studies
program?
Those who work in the addictions field enjoy a challenging and rewarding career working with diverse communities and populations providing a greatly needed
service to individuals and the community. While many
students enter the program to earn a certificate or
degree, many others are credentialed nurses, counselors, clergy, educators and other professionals wishing to
update their skills or earn a specialization certificate in
the area of alcohol and drug treatment.

What can I do with an addiction studies
degree or certificate?
The addiction counseling studies program prepares
students for a career as an:

•

basic listening and group facilitation skills;

•

an understanding of addiction, family systems, recovery and substance abuse prevention issues;

•

alcohol and drug abuse counselor,

•

community services worker,

•

familiarity with various assessment tools, treatment
plans, and charting protocols;

•

substance abuse prevention/intervention specialist.

•

an understanding of legal and ethical concerns for
workers in the addiction field.

Students in the addiction counseling certificate program
accrue 270 hours in field placements, which provides a
hands-on experience and training in an addiction treatment, detoxification, drug prevention, or DUI program.

After completing the DVC degree/certificate program,
a student may apply for state recognized professional
credentials offered by the following organizations:
•

California Association of Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse Counselors (CAADAC),

•

California Association of Alcohol and Drug
Educators (CAADE),

•

California Association of Addiction Recovery
Resources (CAARR).

“I loved all of my instructors. They are all truly dedicated to teaching and guiding the
students through the material that at times can be difficult.” - Ron Ottobre

