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PERKINS STATEMENT This project was funded fully or in part by 
Carl D. Perkins Career Technical Education Act of 2006, awarded to 
Diablo Valley College and administered by the California Community 
Colleges Chancellor’s Office. It is the policy of Diablo Valley 
College not to discriminate against any person on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex or disability in all of its educational and 
employment programs and activities.

MISSION STATEMENT Diablo Valley College is passionately 
committed to student learning through the intellectual, 
scientific, artistic, psychological, and ethical development of its 
diverse student body. Diablo Valley College prepares students 
for transfer to four-year universities; provides career and 
technical education; supports the economic development of the 
region; offers pre-collegiate programs; and promotes personal 
growth and lifelong learning.

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT The district shall not discriminate 
based on ethnic group identification, race, color, age, citizenship, 
ancestry, religion, marital status, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, 
mental or physical disability, medical condition, veteran status, parental 
status, or because a student is perceived to have one or more of these 
characteristics
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YOUR FUTURE
   BEGINS
 HERE!

For more information contact:

Joe Valdez, Program Lead
925-969-2368 or jvaldez@dvc.edu
Counseling Office
925-969-2140 or www.dvc.edu/counseling

When are pre-apprenticeship 
classes offered?
 

Classes are offered both day and evening.  
Most classes are full-term, but some are offered  
in a shorter format. Refer to the class schedule,  
the DVC web site, or contact the program lead, Joe 
Valdez at jvaldez@dvc.edu or the Counseling Office 
for the most current information.

How long will it take to earn a  
certificate? 
The certificate of achievement is designed as a one-
two semester sequence involving a total of 21 units. 

I’M INTERESTED.
WHAT SHOULD I DO NOW?



Who can participate in DVC’s  
Pre-Apprenticeship program?
Any student looking to fast track their way into a 
career in the building trades can participate in the 
Pre-Apprenticeship program at DVC. All we ask is 
that you treat this program as you would any job, 
and you will undoubtedly find success in a long and 
satisfying career in the building trades! Our faculty is 
here to make sure that you are successful!  

Why would I want to participate in  
the pre-apprenticeship program? 
We know that the “traditional” college experience is 
not for everyone, and this program is another choice 
for those seeking a different path. Whether you are 
a student that wants to switch into a career-technical 
field, someone who wants to get (back) to work 
making a living wage, or looking to brush up on your 
skills to gain entry into an apprenticeship program, 
DVC’s Pre-Apprenticeship program can help you 
achieve those goals!

Am I guaranteed a job at the end of  
the program? 
Completion of the program does not guarantee job 
placement. However, upon successful completion of 
the program you may be eligible to receive priority 
status into the Carpenter Training Committee for the 
Northern California Pre-Apprenticeship Program. 

What is the DVC’s  
pre-apprenticeship program?
The Pre-Apprenticeship program is  designed with 
the career-focused student in mind. This fast paced 
program puts students on the fast track to a career 
in the building trades. Students will receive the 
training they need for a new and exciting career in a 
number of apprenticeship programs including: 

• Electrician

• Carpenter

• Plumber

• Laborer

• Ironworker

• Steamfitting

• Pipefitting

   and more!

“Without the DVC introduction to the trades, I would not be where I am today! I thought this 
program would lead me to become an inspector or an operator. Proudly, I am now a Journey 
Woman Carpenter and I wouldn’t change it for the world!”  April Gustavus, Journeywoman Carpenter 

Acquire real world experience, earn industry 
certifications, and become eligible for direct 
entry into the NorCal Laborers Training  
Program.

What types of skills will I learn  
that will help me get a job? 
Students in the program will learn many skills 
required to apply for an apprenticeship trade or 
entry-level position with a variety of companies. 

•  Experience hands-on training

•  Learn about the construction industry

•  Acquire points toward entry into apprenticeship 
trades

•  Trades/Industry preview

•  Preparation for entrance exams

•  Basic safety

•  Blueprint reading

• Hand/power tools

•  Employability skills

• Basic math competencies


