SPECIAL
EDUCATION

When are classes offered?

PARAPROFESSIONAL
INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANT
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

The program courses are full-term and offered in the
evening. Many of the requirements for the associate
degree can be taken during the day or evening and in
both full and short-term formats.

How long will it take to earn a
certificate or degree?
Students generally take two years to complete all of
the courses required for the associate degree. The
certificate of achievement generally takes two terms.

How much can I expect to earn once I
complete the program?
Salaries vary from one area of interest to another, but
are generally attractive for the well-trained individual
in the industry. Many students go on to own and
operate their own successful businesses.

I’M INTERESTED.
WHAT SHOULD I DO NOW?
Special education information:
Counseling department 925-969-2140 or the program
coordinator, 925-969-2170, or visit the college website:
www.dvc.edu/programs
Enrollment information:
DVC website: www.dvc.edu
Admissions Office: 925-685-1310
Counseling Office: 925-969-2140
last updated: 5-22-17

MISSION STATEMENT Diablo Valley College is passionately
committed to student learning through the intellectual,
scientific, artistic, psychological, and ethical development of its
diverse student body. Diablo Valley College prepares students
for transfer to four-year universities; provides career and
technical education; supports the economic development of the
region; offers pre-collegiate programs; and promotes personal
growth and lifelong learning.

PLEASANT HILL CAMPUS

PERKINS STATEMENT This project was funded fully or in part by
Carl D. Perkins Career Technical Education Act of 2006, awarded to
Diablo Valley College and administered by the California Community
Colleges Chancellor’s Office. It is the policy of Diablo Valley
College not to discriminate against any person on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex or disability in all of its educational and
employment programs and activities.

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT The district shall not discriminate
based on ethnic group identification, race, color, age, citizenship,
ancestry, religion, marital status, national origin,sex, sexual orientation,
mental or physical disability, medical condition, veteran status, parental
status, or because a student is perceived to have one or more of these
characteristics

321 Golf Club Road, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
SAN RAMON CAMPUS
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Those who work in the field of special
education enjoy a challenging and
rewarding career providing a greatly
needed service to individuals with
disabilities and to the community.

What is the special education paraprofessional program?
The Diablo Valley College special education paraprofessional program prepares students for a rewarding career
working in a variety of education and rehabilitation settings with people who have disabilities.
The program is designed to provide students with the
practical skills and knowledge that will enable them to:
•

assist students with disabilities in kindergarten
through grade 12;

•

assist children and adults with disabilities in residential care facilities;

•

assist children and adults with disabilities in nonprofit and for-profit agencies.

Students will learn about disabilities, gain an historical
perspective on how the laws have changed over the
years, learn teaching strategies for the special education
paraprofessional, study psychology and child development, and gain practical occupational work experience.
Students are also given the opportunity to choose
related courses of special interest from a wide choice of
topics.

Why consider the special education paraprofessional program?

As a result of general population growth and an escalating number of students with disabilities, and also due
to recent legislation governing the skills required for
special education workers, there is a growing demand
for a highly trained workforce with the skills gained from
this program.
Recent statistics indicate that there is an inadequate
supply of qualified special education paraprofessionals
to meet the needs of individuals with disabilities in the
state of California. Nationwide, special educators are
also in immediate demand.

What can I do with a special education
paraprofessional certificate?
Students who earn a special education paraprofessional
certificate of achievement are prepared for entry-level
employment assisting students and individuals with disabilities in education and rehabilitation settings.

What can I do with a special education
A.A. degree?
The associate in arts degree (A. A. degree) with a special education major is a two-year program that offers
students the same in-depth study required to work with
people with disabilities, while also providing a broad
general education. Students with an A.A. degree are
also well prepared to transfer to a teacher credentialing
program or other related four-year course of study.

Those who work in the field of special education enjoy
a challenging and rewarding career providing a greatly
needed service to individuals with disabilities and to the
community.

“After taking a SPEDU class, I feel that even though I have a disability, I can do anything I
want to do. The most important thing I learned in my SPEDU class was that society handicaps
people more than disabilities do.” - DVC SPEDU student

